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SUBJECT: CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY INTERVIEW WITH JOHN GUYERMAN, DEPUTY 
DIRECTOR DESIGNATE OF TRADE CENTER 

1. CHINA POST OF AUGUST 30 CARRIED INTERVIEW BY 
CENTRAL NEWS AGENCY WASHINGTON CORRESPONDENT WITH JOHN 
GUYERMAN, WHO EMBASSY UNDERSTANDS HAS BEEN DESIGNATED 
DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF TRADE CENTER. THERE FOLLOWS COMPLETE 
TEXT POST STORY: 

QUOTE WASHINGTON, AUGUST 29 (CNA) THE MAIN PURPOSE 
OF THE US TRADE CENTER IN TAIPEI IS TO PROMOTE US SALES 
TO THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA AND TO ASSIST ECONOMIC DEVELOP- 
MENT THERE, SAID JOHN GUYERMAN, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF THE 
TRADE CENTER, IN AN INTERVIEW WITH THE CENTRAL NEWS 
TODAY. 

GUYERMAN, WHO IS SCHEDULED TO ARRIVE IN TAIPEI ABOUT 
SEPTEMBER 27 TO SUPERVISE PREPARATION WORKS FOR THE 
OPENING OF THE CENTER, SAID THAT OPERATIONS OF THE 
CENTER WILL INCLUDE MARKET RESEARCH, EXHIBITION OF US 
PRODUCTS AND HOLDING OF SEMINARS TO FACILITATE EXCHANGE 
BY EXPERIENCES BETWEEN AMERICAN AND CHINESE SCHOLARS AND 
INDUSTRIALISTS. 

HE SAID THAT EMPHASIS WILL BE PLACED ON THE SALES OF 
INDUSTRIAL EQUIPMENT AND TECHNOLOGY TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
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CHINA IN FIELDS OF COMPUTER SCIENCE, ELECTRONICS AND 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


OTHERS. 

UNLIKE THE US TRADE CENTERS IN JAPAN WHICH ARE INVOLVED 
IN NOTHING ELSE BUT SALES PROMOTION, THE TRADE CENTER 
IN TAIPEI WILL ALSO TRY TO INCREASE THE ECONOMIC CAPABILITY 
OF THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA SO THAT MORE US PRODUCTS CAN BE 
EXPORTED THERE IN THE LONG RUN, SAID GUYERMAN. 

HE SAID THAT FOR THE TIME BEING THE CENTER WILL BE 
PRIMARILY CONCERNED WITH US EXPORTS TO THE REPUBLIC OF 
CHINA SINCE THE TRADE BALANCE BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES 
HAS BEEN IN FAVOR OF THE CHINESE. "WE LL ONLY BE CONCERNED 
WITH YOUR EXPORTS TO US IF THE TRADE BALANCE LEANS 
HEAVILY ON OUR SIDE." HE SAID. 

GUYERMAN HAS A LOT OF EXPERIENCE AS A TRADE PROMOTER 
FOR THE US GOVERNMENT IN THE ASIAN AND PACIFIC REGION, 

HAVING SERVED AS DEPUTY DIRECTOR, AND DIRECTOR OF US 
TRADE CENTERS IN BANGKOK, SINGAPORE AND SYDNEY. 

HE LOOKED FORWARD TO HIS FOURTH TRADE CENTER 
WITH OPTIMISM, SAYING THAT THE REPUBLIC OF CHINA IS 
A GOOD CUSTOMER OF THE US. HE EXPECTED THAT THE TAIPEI 
CENTER WOULD EVENTUALLY BE EXPANDED INTO A REGIONAL 
CENTER TO TAKE CARE OF TRADE PROMOTION IN HONGKONG, THE 
PHILIPPINES AND EVEN KOREA, WHERE A TRADE CENTER WILL 
ALSO BE OPENED SOON UNDER GUYERMAN'S SUPERVISION. 

THE CURRENT PLAN OF THE US GOVERNMENT CALLS FOR A 
STAFF OF SIX TO SEVEN MEMBERS IN THE TAIPEI CENTER, SAID 
GUYERMAN. ALL EXCEPT HIMSELF WILL HAVE DIPLOMATIC 
STATUS AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICERS ASSIGNED BY THE 
STATE DEPARTMENT. GUYERMAN HIMSELF REPRESENTS THE 
COMMERCE DEPARTMENT. 

IN ADDITION, THE COMMERCIAL SECTION OF THE AMERICAN 
EMBASSY IN TAIPEI WILL MOVE INTO THE CENTER TO WORK WITH 

IT, HE SAID. 

THE TRADE CENTER WILL BE OFFICIALLY INAUGURATED IN 
LATE MARCH NEXT YEAR, IN TIME FOR AN EXHIBITION OF 
AMERICAN PRODUCTS SPONSORED BY THE CHINESE GOVERNMENT 
WITH AMERICAN COOPERATION. END QUOTE. 

2. EMBASSY MYSTIFIED BY STATEMENT ALLEGEDLY MADE BY 
GUYERMAN THAT COMMERCIAL SECTION WILL MOVE INTO TRADE 
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CENTER SINCE OUR GENERAL UNDERSTANDING WITH AMBASSADOR WAS 
THAT EMBASSY DECISION ON MOVE, IF ANY, WOULD BE MADE 
AFTER HIS RETURN IN OCTOBER. PLEASE CLARIFY. 

GLEYSTEEN 
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